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Capitalizing  on the familiarity and influence of Thomas Paine’s “Common Sense” pamphlets that provided American colonists 
with exposure to the conversation of great thinkers in the pre-Revolutionary period, this paper assumes the name COMMON 
SENSE II.  Similarly, today’s series of pamphlets strives to give a direct response to great political events and ideas of our time.  
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Education, Learning, and Living 
By Valerie Conner 

When President Biden signed the executive order 
giving some relief to holders of student loan debt, 
I was elated.  Here surely was an issue that would 
gain universal favor.  Au contraire!  Frankly, I was 

flabbergasted by the 
selfish, nit-picking, 
short-sighted, narrow-
minded reaction by 
those not getting an 
immediate and person-
al financial benefit.  At 
that point, had I the 

emotional energy, I 
could have sat down and drafted a book-length 
outline of my reaction.   

Potential chapters would have included a discus-
sion of: 

 The popular current trashing of the value of 
education, which is touted as being all about 
jobs, large income, and snobbery instead of 
becoming a more aware, thoughtful person. 

 The intrinsic value of education for its own 
sake. 

 The value of education to society, progress, 
and general standard of living. 

 The “If I can’t have a piece of the pie even if I 
don’t like pie, nobody should have pie EV-
ER!” attitude. 

 The Republicans and friends’ 30+ year cam-
paign to destroy education in general and pub-
lic education in particular.  (My own theory on 
the reasons is an under educated populace is 
more likely to vote Republican.) 

 The history of the general assumption that as 
the society became more sophisticated and less 
agrarian, everyone should have access to free 
primary and then secondary education for the 
good of the community, economy, and the stu-
dents. 

 The realization that it is now time for access to 
free post-secondary education be it academic or 
vocational. 

 Educated and/or skilled people can earn more 
money, thus reducing the welfare rolls, some-
thing Republicans say they want to do. 

 The economic impact of well-educated people 
who with-
out stu-
dent debt 
could par-
ticipate 
more fully 
in the eco-
nomic ad-
vancement 
of the 
country through home ownership, further edu-
cation, entrepreneurship, and just more discre-
tionary spending. 

 The growing realization that the system is in 
need of reform. 

 How institutions of higher learning game the 
system by increasing their tuition as more loans 
are available, 

 Some of society’s most necessary professions 
aren’t highly paid. 

And yet this seemingly win-win endeavor has been 
presented by the right as a negative.  Maybe it’s 
because, the nay-sayers have nothing else with 
which to find fault. 
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A Huge Relief 
By Wesley Sisson 

Students and families gave a collective sigh of re-
lief as President Joe Biden announced an executive 
order tackling student loan debt.  A three-step plan 
from the Department of Education will help to ad-
dress economic disparities facing young people in 
their higher education pursuits.  It will do this by 
extending the loan payment pause until December 

31, providing tar-
geted relief to low- 
and middle-class 
families, and reor-
ganizing the loan 
system to be easier 
for future borrow-
ers.  This long-term 
investment in the 
next generation of 

American students is a victory for students, the 
economy, and the nation as a whole. 

The executive order cancels up to $10,000 for all 
borrowers that make an annual yearly income of 
$125,000 or less.  For married students, this will 
extend to $250,000.  Pell Grant recipients’ returns 
can be up to $20,000.  Military veterans who are 
federal, state, or local government employees or 
who work for a qualifying non-profit, may apply 
for more loan forgiveness through the Public Ser-
vice Loan Forgiveness Program (PSLF) by Octo-
ber 31, 2022.  Additionally, the plan will moder-
ately lower interest rates for future borrowers and 
provide security for borrowers on an income level 
basis.  Middle-to-low-income Americans will have 
more affordable access to higher education which 
absolutely benefits those who need it the most. 

For the 43 million Americans who currently strug-
gle with unnecessary and exorbitant student loans, 
this is a huge step forward.  My student loans were 
entirely forgiven during the federal pause of pay-

ments due to the pandemic.  It is a great feeling to 
have good credit, economic stability, and a posi-
tive attitude toward my education.  Thanks to be-
ing debt-free, I am setting my sights on graduate 
school to become an educator.  I will not receive a 
penny from this policy, but I do recognize the ex-
tremely positive benefits to an accessible educa-
tion.  Knowing that this student loan forgiveness 
program will be life-changing for some people is 
simply incredible. 

Students who struggle with student debt do not 
share this experience.  I know many around me, 
both recently graduated or not, who have been 
paying off high interest 
rates for years.  Nurses, edu-
cators, business owners, and 
members of the trades will 
all benefit from a highly ed-
ucated and less constricted 
workforce coming out of 
college.  A strong society is 
one built on the tenants of a 
universal and highly educat-
ed public.  The very values 
of our constitutional repub-
lic are retained through higher learning, and pillars 
of wisdom, reason, freedom, liberty, and responsi-
bility are imparted through education.  My genera-
tion is excited for their new prospects that Presi-
dent Biden has provided them.  For too long stu-
dents have been shackled by the ridiculous price of 
education in the United States.  People have been 
manipulated, tricked, and lied to about a universal 
and accessible education, and it has only hurt 
American society.  This does not have to be so!  It 
is time all of us treat universal higher education as 
a critical investment into the future of America, to 
kick start economic development, encourage high-
er learning, and provide hope for the tens of mil-
lions of Americans who will soon be the backbone 
of our great country. 

 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS:  GET INVOLVED AND GET IT DONE! 

 

Event                 Date /Time            Location 
 
DFL Headquarters Open (326-6296)                Mon. – Fri.2:00-5:00  DFL Headquarters 

          Itasca Progressive Caucus (259-4490)     4th Tuesday 6:30   DFL Headquarters 
DFL Central Committee Meets    4th Monday  6:30  Hybrid 
DFL Social Club & Lunch    1st Wednesday Noon  DFL Headquarters 
DFL Pot Luck (Open to the Public)                                      3rd Wednesday 5:30   DFL Headquarters 
2nd Harvest Volunteer Time    2nd Wednesday 1:30-3:30 2nd Harvest 
Deadline for Common Sense II     October 14, 2022   conray@arvig.net  

     

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/9/9b/
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   A Well-Intentioned System 
By James Raymond 

As a product of the modern American educational 
system, as well as an individual with two advanced 
degrees, I hold student loan debt.  And not just a 
little bit of it.  No, as a graduate of both an MBA 
program, as well as a holder of a second master’s 
degree in elementary mathematics education, I 
hold upwards of six figures in student loan debt.  It 
was a decision that I did not make lightly, but I 
understood that doing so was considered an 
“investment in my education” and would eventual-
ly pay off with a well-paying, successful career. 

In holding all of this student loan debt, I have kept 
a sharp eye on various proposals coming out of 
D.C. regarding student loan forgiveness and pay-
ment plan reforms; however, like most Americans, 
I am also quite skeptical of the seriousness of our 

elected leaders to dif-
fuse the $1.7 trillion 
student loan debt 
bomb.  This skepti-
cism arises from the 
constant patchwork 
and band aid modifica-
tions of our federal 
student loan system 
over the past decades, 

combined with the tone-deaf Republican battle cry 
of higher education costing too much (without of-
fering any real solutions to address such costs and 
constant efforts to defund higher education). 

Because of the behemoth that the student loan pro-
gram has become, as well as the complicated rules 
and regulations in place, many debtors have simp-
ly given up on trying to repay these loans in full.  
What’s more, debtors can be considered for one of 
eight different repayment plans, each with their 
own rules and limitations.  Additionally, the 
COVID-induced collapse of the American econo-
my in 2020 drove the federal government to stop 
collecting payment on government-secured student 
loans—a decision which was just recently extend-
ed until December 31, 2022.  The reason for this 
decision?  The delinquency rate on loan repayment 
would be too damaging to the health of the econo-
my, as millions of Americans would suddenly find 
themselves in default. 

While the good intentions of this patchwork of 
rules and regulations were created over the years 
to give Americans greater flexibility in loan repay-
ment, it has since created a situation where debtors 
have become entrapped in a financial quagmire.  
Many of the programs place students in income-

based repayments, which help for managing 
monthly expenses but often don’t cover the inter-
est being levied on top of the principal loan 
amounts.  While interest is not being levied during 
the repayment hiatus, it will likely be reapplied 
after payments resume in January.  These loans are 
not dischargeable in bankruptcy, either.  For those 
working in public service, namely teachers, fire-
fighters, police, and the like, the Public Service 
Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program has also been a 
logistical nightmare to navigate, often requiring 
repetitive paperwork and has an absurdly high re-
jection rate. 

The Biden Administration’s plan to eliminate 
410,000 from most debtors’ loan balances and 
modest (temporary) reforms to PSLF are steps in 
the right direction, but these actions are a far cry 
from the actions needed to fix the problems plagu-
ing the financing of higher education.  Rather, a 
drastic overhaul is necessary.  First and foremost, 
direct negotiation and oversight of tuition rates 
need to be addressed by the Department of Educa-
tion, with universities having to justify such ridicu-
lously high costs.  If a college or university is to 
accept federal funds, it should have to abide by 
salary caps for 
faculty, re-
strictions on friv-
olous non-
academic ex-
penses, and al-
low students to 
opt out of finan-
cially supporting 
athletic pro-
grams.  Second, the charging of interest against 
these loans needs to be eliminated.  If we are to 
believe in the importance of education and stand 
by the notion that each generation should be better 
off than the preceding one, penalizing students 
with insurmountable interest goes against that.  
Third, vastly expand federal funding of full-tuition 
scholarships for students who earn a high GPA in 
high school and/or score highly on the ACT and 
SAT, provided they maintain a minimum GPA and 
full-time enrollment at a public university.  Re-
strict the use of such funds to ONLY academic 
tuition costs.  Lastly, for those in public service, 
provide an annual, nontaxable loan forgiveness 
lump sum of $5,000 for each year of service com-
pleted.  In doing so, it will work to supplement low 
wages, especially in education and law enforce-
ment occupations while eliminating the existing 
headaches of the PSLF program. 

http://2.bp.blogspot.com/_tpNu6l5ekbU/TLYDMNTFXKI/AAAAAAAAAE8/EyI1XkQIGjg/
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   The Revolution Begins 
By Bob Passi 

The Pandemic 

I realized the other day that while I wasn’t looking 
“The Revolution” had begun.  It had been brewing 
for a long time and was clarified by the Pandemic.  
The Pandemic was like “The Great Pause.”  It 
gave everyone time to stop and reevaluate their 
lives and their roles in life.  It gave everyone time 
to rethink the prevailing systems and whether or 
not they were appropriate or helpful for dealing 
with the modern realities the planet was facing.  It 
also made them question what would remain after 
the worst of the Pandemic and what would change.  
They also realized that the Pandemic had taught 
them an important lesson:  They could not rely on 
leaders and governments to 
solve all of the problems, 
especially when those lead-
ers and governments were 
entrenched in those older 
systems which had not 
adapted to modern realities.  
They were reminded of how helpful and important 
personal and community connections were when 
they had to rely on themselves to survive. 

During this time, I had been encouraging people to 
join The Journey Back to Sustainable Sanity* and 
had been watching it begin to gain momentum. 

The Revolution 

And then it began to happen.  Jobs were no longer 
being filled with eager applicants.  Workers were 
refusing to work the jobs that were offered under 
the present conditions.  As teachers and public ed-
ucation came under heavier attack by a very con-
servative right wing in politics, teachers were re-
fusing to teach.  As working conditions worsened, 
nurses refused to work and went on strike.   This 
was an indication that the present economic sys-
tems were no longer meeting the needs of those 
who were needed to sustain them. 

Choices 

I also realized that revolution could simply be peo-
ple choosing a better way to pro-
ceed.  It did not need to be competi-
tive, confrontational, or violent; it 
simply required that people stop 
supporting one way of doing things 
and instead choose a better way, 
like switching from analog to digi-
tal technology. 

Then there were the decisions of a 
radicalized U.S. Supreme Court, especially the one 

 

 denying federal protection for abortions.  That de-
cision and others coming from that Court did not 
square with where a majority of the citizenry are. 

There was the growing support and continuing 
search for solutions to the inequities in social jus-
tice, not to mention the growing urgency of the 
need for climate change solutions for the planet 
itself. 

We were also bombarded with the details of the 
complete corruption of our last President going so 
far as to lead an insurrection to undo the 2020 
Presidential election to keep himself in power, to-
tally undoing all of the democratic structures of 
this nation. 

We witnessed an entire political party united in its 
efforts to prevent even minimal help to deal with 
global warming, to help ordinary citizens with 
healthcare, or to begin to deal with the massive 
income inequality they have so consistently sup-
ported and encouraged. 

All of this was overreach, and everyone was being 
affected by the old systems that allowed this to 
continue with “business as usual.” 

The Change 

People began to say “Enough!”  They began to be 
motivated, watching an entire political party justi-
fying an insurrection and the accompanying cor-
ruption rather than trying to recognize what was 
happening and trying to find healing and unifying 
solutions.  Instead, that party espoused threats, in-
timidation, and sometimes violence against any-
thing that thwarted their grabs for power and con-
trol. 

Most people could see that the threats to the very 
basis of democracy in this nation were not coming 
from foreign enemies but from within our very 
borders, and those people were willing to unleash 
a kind of violent anarchy to gain power and con-
trol. 

We begin to see people find the courage as Ameri-
can citizens within this 
democracy to stand up 
against these organized 
and armed extremists.  
They are willing to 
simply stand up in the 
face of that power grab 
and say, “No!”  And 
instead to say, “I sup-

port an America which believes in the basic pre-
cepts of democracy, and I will not back down in 
the face of your attempts at intimidation.” 

This is, after all, a democracy: of the people, by 
(Continued on page 5) 
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 constant war and violence? 

 A planet with a sustainable future or a disre-
gard for future generations? 

 Human values or some technological artificial 
intelligence, some imposed ideology, or simply 
some economic set of values? 

 Something bigger than 
our own individual lives 
or just our own rights 
and desires? 

I would guess that after all 
the argument and bickering 
ends, nearly everyone would 
agree on the first of each of 
those choices. 

Let’s just skip past all the argument and bickering 
and move right to those priorities to accomplish 
what we all really want:  to create a community, a 
society, a nation, a world, and a planet where we 
can all thrive. 

  

the people, and for the people, and the people are 
clearly and forcefully saying we need to find better 
systems to deal with current realities.  To accom-
plish that, we need to attend to the voices of the 
citizens who support democracy and its processes.  
This means rethinking and changing our economic 
assumptions, our political systems, and finding and 
supporting leadership that reflects the democratic 
voices of the citizenry. 

If this revolution does not occur quickly, we will 
find ourselves in a nation 
no longer a democracy 
but ruled by those who 
would enforce conformi-
ty to their precepts by 
force, intimidation, vio-
lence. 

Let the revolution proceed in its creation of a re-
newed democracy as we continue our journey back 
to sustainable sanity to save the nation, our souls, 
and the planet.   

_____________ 

* For background on Bob’s comments, see the following: 

#sustainablesanity journeybacktosustainablesanity. 

 

So, What Should Survive? 
By Bob Passi 

When it is all over and the smoke clears and we 
find out who won and who 
lost, what will be left?  What 
are the things we really care 
about enough to be sure that 
they ultimately survive all the 
infighting and chaos we seem 
to bring down upon ourselves?  
When push comes to shove, 
what are the final priorities?  
What kind of world do we 
want to leave for our children and for future gener-
ations? 

Let’s take stock.  Do we want: 

 A democracy or some version of a ruling elite, 
be it religious, military, economic, or just raw 
Power? 

 A society that cares for and helps each other 
survive or an everyone-for-themselves, winner
-take-all society? 

 A planet with our lifestyle in harmony with its 
sustainability or a planet to be used up for our 
personal desires regardless of the outcome? 

 A planet at peace or a planet in the midst of 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Vote  
As if 

Our National future 

Depends on it! 

(It does!) 


